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330.
Net Metering.

330.1 Application

Applicable to Customers-Generators (Customer) who install an eligible Net Metering System, as defined in the definitions, and execute the Cooperative’s written agreement to participate in Net Metering.  Net Metering is applicable to Customers who own, operate, and maintain a Net Metering System in parallel with the Cooperative’s electric system in accordance with said agreement.  The Net Metering System shall be limited to a maximum capacity of 25 kilowatts.

330.2 Availability

Net Metering is available to all Customers of the Cooperative, provided that the total capacity of the generating systems does not exceed 1% of the capacity necessary to meet the Cooperative’s aggregated customer monthly peak demand for the preceding calendar year.  The Cooperative may elect not to provide net metering to any additional Customers if net metering exceeds 1% of the aggregated customer monthly peak demand for the preceding calendar year as authorized by Colorado Revised Statutes 40-9.5-302(3).
Net Metering is available to all Customers of the Cooperative, provided that the total capacity of the generating systems does not exceed 1% of the capacity necessary to meet the Cooperative’s aggregated customer monthly peak demand for the preceding calendar year.  The Cooperative may elect not to provide net metering to any additional Customers if net metering exceeds 1% of the aggregated customer monthly peak demand for the preceding calendar year as authorized by Colorado Revised Statutes 40-9.5-302(3).

330.3
Definitions
“Customer-Generator” means a Customer of the Cooperative who is also the owner or operator of a net metering system.

“Net Metering” means measuring the difference between the electricity supplied to a Customer-Generator by or through the Cooperative and the electricity that is generated by the Customer-Generator and delivered to the Cooperative at the same point of interconnection.

“Net Metering System” means a system for the generation and Net Metering of electricity that meets each of the following requirements:


A. The system uses as its energy source solar, wind, biomass or hydropower resources.

B. The system has a generating capacity of not more than 25 kilowatts;

C. The system is located on premises that are owned, operated, leased, or otherwise controlled by the Customer;

D. The system operates in parallel with the Cooperative distribution system;

E. The system is intended primarily to offset part or all of the Customer’s requirements for electric energy at the same location;

F. The system shall not be used to offset or provide credits for electric consumption at another location of the Customer or for any other Customer.

330.4
Net Metering Service

The Cooperative will install such additional metering equipment necessary to meter electricity flow in each direction.

The Cooperative will provide, own, operate and maintain all meter(s) and metering equipment necessary to measure both the electric power and energy supplied by the Cooperative and the energy delivered by the Customer.  The Cooperative reserves the right to utilize measurement(s) from its meter on the energy delivered by the Customer’s system for billing the unit’s net production.  The Cooperative also reserves the right, as may be specified in the written agreement, to charge the Customer for any additional metering or meter reading expense that may be incurred over that of a typical single-phase meter.

The Customer shall be responsible for all costs associated with the net metering system and shall also be responsible for all costs related to any modifications to the net metering system that may be required by the Cooperative for purposes of interconnectivity, safety, and reliability.

330.5
Service Rate.

All electric power and energy delivered by the Cooperative to the Customer shall be received and paid for by the Customer at the applicable rate tariff monthly, filed with the Public Utilities Commission,   applicable to the type of service received by the Customer.


The Cooperative shall provide a credit monthly to the Customer for its energy delivered equal to the Cooperative’s avoided cost.  The avoided cost shall be the average cost of power to the Cooperative from Tri-State Generation and Transmission Cooperative for demand and energy for the previous calendar year as published by the Cooperative in its annual report. If the Customer’s net aggregate bill is less than

zero, credits shall be carried over to future bills of the Customer until the credit balance is zero.  At the beginning of each calendar year, any remaining unused credit balance that has accumulated during the previous year shall be paid to the Customer.

330.6
Safety and Quality of Service

The Customer shall pay all costs incurred by the Cooperative for equipment or services that are necessary to meet the safety and performance standards as authorized by Colorado Revised Statutes 40-9.5-304 as follows:

A. The Cooperative shall have the right to disconnect generators at any time if necessary to restore quality of service to other customers, e.g. for steady state/transient voltage, reliability, harmonics, or other problems that are suspected to be the result of defective net metering system equipment.

B. The net metering system shall meet all applicable standards and guidelines for safety and performance as established by the National Electric Code, the National Electric Safety Code, the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, and the Underwriters Laboratories, Inc.

C. The Customer shall provide at its expense a lockable switch capable of visibly isolating the net metering system from the Cooperative’s distribution system and a complete interconnection protection system.  All net metering equipment shall be approved by the Cooperative prior to installation and shall be accessible to the Cooperative at all times.

330.7
Liability and Indemnification

The Cooperative shall not be liable directly or indirectly for permitting or continuing to allow an attachment of a net metering system, or for acts or omissions of the Customer that cause loss or injury, including death, to the Customer or any third party. The Customer shall indemnify the Cooperative for any and all damage to persons or property and any and all damages or losses incurred by third parties or their heirs, successors, or assigns of such third parties, as the result to the installation or operation of the net metering system.

330.8
Agreement

An agreement for electric service with a fixed term may be required by the Cooperative.  This rate schedule may be changed by order or consent of regulatory authorities having jurisdiction, or, if none, by the Cooperative’s board of directors. Service hereunder is subject to the Cooperative’s tariffs and rules and regulation for electric service. 

