[image: image2.png]Fle Edt View Favortes Took Help

s burn more than 700 acres North County Times - North San Diego and Southwest

icrosoft Internet Explorer

=181

Gtk + o - @ [0 A | Qsesrch (GFavortes @veds 3| B+ S [ - (=

‘ddress [{€) ht:jwuw.nctimes. comjarticles/2004/05/03/news{calfornian5_2_0420_58_42.t

R — - =
Redhauwik, a community on Temecula's sothen border, officials said. The
blaze, dubbed the Eagle fire, was about 20 percent surrounded that night,
with the potential for flames to threaten nearby developments, said Capt
Rick Vg, spokesmman for the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection

“If the wind shifts .. up to 300 homes where (the fire) is not contained
could be threatened," Vogt said. "() can't put an official estimate on
containment, but if the weather stays calm and hurnidity picks up, we
should make progress.”

The second fire broke out about 3:25 p.m. in Wildomar just east of Lake
Elsinore off Lost Road and prompted 45 people to evacuate voluntarily,
officials said. The fire consumed more than 100 acres and was about 30
percent surrounded Sunday night, officials said

About 160 firefighters and 16 engines had responded to the Eagle fire by
early Sunday evering, according to a CDF report. Officials could not say
whether suspicious activity was involved, and the cause remains under
investigation, Vogt said

The fire burmed heavily on the south side of Highway 79, forcing authorities
to order mandatory evacuations t the Dorland Mountain Colony, an
artists' refreat where about a half-dozen cabins are situated, Vogt said
Officials also issued voluntary evacuations at Woodchuck Park, near
Woodchuck Road and Highway 79. An evacuation center for both
communities was set up at Vail Lake Resort, he said

No one was reported injured and no homes had been damaged, Vogt
said. Some people in the rural commurity moved their ivestock out of the
area, he said

Fire personnel also were concerned with the south and east sides of the
fire near Anza Road and Los Caballos road, Vogt said. Los Caballos had
been closed for several hours, but had reopened by late afternoon. EI
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References & Links:�


Creating Wildfire Defensible Zones �� HYPERLINK "http://www.ext.colostate.edu" ��www.ext.colostate.edu�


Firewise Communities�� HYPERLINK "http://www.firewise.org/index.php" ��www.firewise.org/index.php�


Rocky Mountain Wildland Fire Information Recommended Web Sites � HYPERLINK "http://www.rockymountainwildandfire.info/websites.htm" ��www.rockymountainwildandfire.info/websites.htm�


Fire Safe Council �� HYPERLINK "http://www.firesafecouncil.org" ��www.firesafecouncil.org�


Wildfire … Are You Prepared? (FEMA and U.S. Fire Administration) � HYPERLINK "http://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/publications/wildfire.pdf" ��www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/publications/wildfire.pdf�








Wood/Biomass Energy Projects�


Together with Grand and Jackson County officials, MPEI is assessing the feasibility of producing heat and/or electricity from wood or wood byproduct combustion. 


 


Small-scale projects (50 kilowatts) are estimated to produce electricity at 22 cents per kilowatt-hour, more than four times the 2006 wholesale power cost for MPEI.�


Ten steps required for developing projects are: a feasibility study, community support, long-term wood (fuel) commitment, siting and infrastructure, economic due diligence, developer and equity partner, energy purchase contract, secure financing, engineering design, construct project. �











A forest fire starts; the power goes out. Can you use �a water hose to protect your home? What if a power line starts a fire? Some things �you should know:





Public & Firefighter Safety��1.  Fallen power lines may be energized or may re-energize after a momentary outage. Lines may continue arcing on �     the ground, igniting a fire. If this happens, immediately call 911. If a tree falls into a power line, call 911 immediately.





Never touch a power line or a suspended cable. Do not use water on any electrical fire.�


Never connect a generator directly to your electric service; this creates a hazard for line workers. The State Electrical Code requires all generators to be equipped with a transfer (or double-throw safety) switch to ensure safety.�


MPEI may cut off power to lines during extremely hazardous conditions or may be directed to do so by local firefighting officials to protect lives and property.�


Maintain a minimum clearance of 10 feet for all persons/equipment/tools/ materials from power lines and power conductors. Contact MPEI to secure other arrangements at least two business days in advance if clearances are a problem.











Electric Service and Reliability During a Wildfire





If you need electricity to power critical health/safety equipment, you need to have a backup generator (or backup pump for water supply). Example: spare oxygen tank, etc.�


If you own a well, live in a rural area and lose electric service during a fire, it is likely that you will not be able to use a garden hose to protect your property unless you have a backup generator. Electricity is needed to pump water.�


Our power suppliers’ (Western Area Power Administration and Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association) overhead transmission lines, substations and MPEI’s distribution lines are vulnerable to outages during wildfires, �even if your service is miles away from the fire.�


Learn to manually operate your garage door.�


Turn electrical equipment off – including sensitive electronics – except 1 light bulb (to signal when power is restored).  Leave a second porch light on to signal firefighters that power is on.�


Assemble emergency supplies, including: 


Battery-powered radio and spare batteries (tune into 930 AM, 106 FM, 91.9 FM or 95.1 FM) 


Flashlight (don’t use candles or other fire-starting devices)


½ tank of fuel in vehicles (gas pumps won’t work during a power outage)


Backup arrangement to keep perishable foods chilled (open refrigerator and freezer doors only when necessary)











Mountain Parks Electric, Inc. (MPEI) hopes its members are not �exposed to a major wildfire. However, in the eventuality of a �catastrophic fire, please follow these safety guidelines.





�





Unless you have a backup generator, the power may �be out during a wildfire. With no power, you will not be �able to use water hoses to protect your property.





Underground Electric Power Lines�


Following MPEI policy (Tariff 305.5), if you wish to convert overhead power lines to underground lines, you must pay for the cost of conversion. Generally, the minimum cost to convert to underground lines is $130,000 per mile (but can be more expensive depending on the circumstance), excluding transformer costs.�


Converting overhead to underground power lines may take 6-12 months for design and construction (due to the time required for ordering and receiving materials & scheduling installers). Federal permits and environmental procedures could add 2 years or more to the process. Easements & local permits are also required prior to installation.�


Recent wildfires in the Western United States, which created intense heat near electrical equipment, damaged underground cables and equipment. Although underground power lines and equipment are less prone to damage, these facilities are not immune to the effects of an intense wildfire and may fail. �











Mountain Parks Electric, Inc. (MPEI) hopes its members are not �exposed to a major wildfire. However, in the eventuality of a �catastrophic fire, please follow these safety guidelines.





Power Line Clearances for Trees and Vegetation�


Overhead power distribution lines require a 10-foot clearance from trees and vegetation.�


MPEI routinely clears trees within power line easements to maintain safety and reliability. Clearing cycles vary, depending on tree species, annual growth rates, etc.�


Hazard trees – e.g. a dead tree, a tree leaning toward a power line – may be topped if it is outside MPEI’s easement. For example: a dead 100-foot tall tree with a trunk that is 70 feet from a line may be a hazard tree outside MPEI’s easement. Following best practices, a utility would top such a hazard tree, leaving cleanup and disposal to the property owner.�


In MPEI’s service area, lodgepole pine, subalpine fir, and Engelmann spruce trees are susceptible to damage and uprooting by high winds (i.e. “windthrow”).�


Make sure that trees pose no threat to power lines or fire access roads. Call MPEI at 887-3378 to report any insufficient clearances or areas of concern near power lines.�














